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SPRING 2010   
Welcome Spring!   

We were very lucky to have such a mild winter this year but it is still so refreshing to see the flowers and watch the grass 

turning green.  I managed to escape the Ontario winter for a few days in early March.  Brian and I took a quick trip to 

Victoria to visit my brother Stephen and attend a Curry Luncheon on March 6th at St. Matthias Anglican Church.   I 

would like to extend my sincere appreciation to Tara Douglas, Murray Frost and Debbie (Tara’s friend) for all their hard 

work in organizing this event.  The food was delicious!  It was lovely to see again some of our B.C. friends and sponsors 

and to meet some new friends.  It was an enjoyable, informative afternoon and gave us an opportunity to thank our west 

coast sponsors for their continued support of needy children in Dr. Graham’s Homes.  We were happy to greet 30 people, 

20 of whom were sponsors or affiliated with a sponsor.  Thank you for attending and spending the afternoon with us.  It 

would be lovely to be able to do this type of social event in 

every province.  I will have to collect some more air miles to 

make this dream come true!   

The Canadian Council has had a very busy year and we 

continue to meet on a regular basis, making full use of the 

technology of the teleconference.  With three of our members 

now in B.C. (Arifin, Tara and Bob) and the rest of us living in 

various parts of Ontario, it makes it a challenge to get 

together for our meetings.  On a personal note, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all our Council 

members, who give so freely of their time, energy and talents to volunteer on our Board of Directors.  Each and every one 

of our members has an extremely busy work and personal schedule but they still manage to give the children of Dr. 

Graham’s Homes their love and their time to make our organization a success.  Thank you Arifin, Tara, Bob, Ajit, Peter, 

Wayne, George, David, Newton, and Brian!   You make my job truly enjoyable and fulfilling.  

I would like also like to extend a heartfelt thank-you to all of our sponsors, donors and friends who support the children 

and staff at Dr. Graham’s Homes.  It is humbling and inspiring to correspond with you and to know that even in these 

times of economic hardship, you continue to give of yourselves to provide a needy child in India a home, an education and 

an opportunity to succeed as they grow towards adulthood.                                                                    Love, Jacqui 

       

CANADIAN COUNCIL OF DR. GRAHAMõS HOMES ð ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

SATURDAY, JUNE 5 , 2010, TORONTO, ONTARIO.  

ANYONE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR PARTICIPATING ON OUR COUNCIL IS INVITED TO 

CONTACT THE SECRETARY AT 1 -519-284-1824 OR BY EMAIL  drgraham@golden.net    

L to R:  Arifin Graham, Brian Hibbert, Jacqui Hibbert, 

Tara Douglas, Rev. Dr. Bob Arril 

mailto:%20drgraham@golden.net


KOLKATA TO KALIMPONG ð BIKE BENGAL 2010                         ( Article reprinted from an Indian newspaper)   

         It's an ascent from the mundane to the exhilarating. A group of journeymen from Scotland plan to cycle from Kolkata to 

Kalimpong a 665 km journey from sea level to 4,600 feet above with adrenaline in their blood and charity on their lips.  The 

expedition, which will kick off from Kolkata on Valentine's Day, is aimed at raising funds for Dr Graham's Homes School, a Kalimpong 

institution for over a century.  

     Most of the 11 members of the group, including two women, are above 50 years old. "The 11-member team will arrive in Kolkata 

by February 13 with their bicycles. These are packed in cases and have to be carefully re-assembled. They have plans to leave for 

Kalimpong at 8 am on February 14 from near the Baptist Mission Church on AJC Bose Road. They hope to reach Kalimpong on 

February 20," said Farokh Sabawalla, who is making arrangements for the team in Kolkata.  

     Dr Graham's Homes School, which stands on a 500 acre estate, was founded by Rev Dr John Anderson Graham in 1900 for poor 

children. Till 2008, nearly 8,000 students had passed out from here. For many years now, the UK Committee for Dr Graham's Homes 

a charity registered in Scotland has been raising funds for the establishment's upkeep and maintenance of the children.  

This is not the first time that the committee has organized such a ride. In February 2006, nine cyclists successfully completed the 

journey. They passed through towns and villages and succeeded in collecting over £20,000 for the school. In 2008, 10 cyclists 

repeated the feat and raised £40,000.  

     The committee selects a team of up to 20 members for the ride. Members have to own a mountain bicycle and possess a 

reasonable degree of fitness, which means they have to be able to cycle between 70-130 km per day. The members have paid 

£1,500 each for expenses. Each member will also have to express his or her willingness to raise at least  £1,000 for Dr Graham's 

Homes either through collections of £100 each or by organizing a charity event. The purpose of the organization is to help a child 

Walk this Earth with Dignity'.  

     The organizers have made it clear that the membership fees or any other expense will not be subsidized by making use of charity 

funds. Though the ride is bound to be gruelling, the team has been told that it is not a race and members may choose to put their 

bikes into the back-up vehicle and travel in comfort. Till date, few have actually done that.  

     After starting from the Kolkata, the team will stop at Krishnagar (63 miles). On Day 2, they will cover 55 miles up to Behrampore. 

The next stop will be at Kaliachak (53 miles from Behrampore). On Day 4, they will halt for the night at Gajole after a 54-mile ride. On 

Day 6, they will cover 82 miles between Dalkhola and Siliguri. On the final day, they will make the 44 mile climb to Kalimpong.  

Report from participant Ken Hammond: 

The formal/physical part of the Bike Bengal 2010 is now over - leaving me to enjoy some R&R with my son before flying back home. 

After a prolonged stay in Kalimpong we are now in DaǊƧŜŜƭƛƴƎΦ LΩƳ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘƻǘŜƭ ōŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǳƴ 

ς relaxed sans all muscles aches and pains! This is the perfect time to express my gratitude, extend thanks and acknowledge all those 

who've contributed in some way to this cause. Without the concerted efforts, big or small, this event would not have been possible 

or successful.  But, before continuing I should mention here that the next bike event will not take place from Kolkata. The significant 

increase in heavy traffic on the much improved National Highway - poses considerable risks to the cyclists that we absolutely cannot 

ignore. The event will continue and we are considering other alternatives, suitable and safer routes. Rev. John Webster plans a 

reconnoiter trip this autumn so we should have an indication by the end of the year as to where that start location could be. 

As someone with a very personal interest in the well-ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜƭȅ ǘƘŀƴƪ όŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ±ŀƴŘŀ ŀƴŘ 

Tony join me in this): Tina, Jackie, Caroline, Christine, Janice, Archie, Richard, James, David Willis, David Fisher, Sandy, Ray, Clive, Phil, 

Andrew and Jonathan for their participation. They not only gave up their personal time, footing their own expenses but also put in 

enormous effort raising approx. £70,000 for the Homes. I hope this 'one-of-a-kind' experience left a memorable stamp on each and 

every one of you!  In addition, the OGB Association of Kalimpong, contributed a grand sum of £1,100 (Rs.75,000). For thisΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴ 

behalf of Rev. John Webster and the Bike Bengal 2010 team to thank - IƛǊŀƴȅŀΣ aŀƘŜƴŘǊŀΣ {ƻƴŀƳ ŀƴŘ aƛƪǳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ hD.Ωǎ 

for their sterling effort in raising this sum. Thanks, also goes out to the many individual donors ς too many to be mentioned by name 

ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΤ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨIŜŀǘ CƭŜȄƛ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǘŜŀƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ tǊŀƪŀǎƘ DǳǇǘŀΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǳǎ ǎǳǇŜǊōly 

from start to finish ς all our requests ς ranging from the ordinary to the not so ordinary - were met with patience and a smile! 

Finally, for the welcome we got from Kalimpong, the children of the Homes, the CEO, the Bursar and the Headmaster ς you were 

fantastic and we were overwhelmed with your greetings. Thank You! 

   



                                                       

          

 CANADIAN SPONSORS NEEDED FOR THESE CHILDREN ð CAN YOU HELP?     

ONLY $30.00 A MONTH  

CONTACT THE SECRETARY AT 1 - 519 - 284 - 1824 OR BY EMAIL drgraham@golden.net   

**************************************** **************************************************  
Sponsorships: 

 
My friend Mary-.ŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƻƴŜǎΧǿŜ 

were surprised to find that both of us had approximately the same number. According to author Malcolm Gladwell this is as it 

should be.  However, we decided to conduct our own social experiment with other people and again and again the same number 

ƪŜǇǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎΧǿŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƘŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘ мн ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΦ  {ƻŎƛƻƭogists call this cluster your sympathy group.  These are 

the special ones.  You know their interests, their stories, their fears and their hopes and if anything happened to them you would 

be devastated. 

So it is no surprise that when I became interested in ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘȅ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ 5Ǌ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ YŀƭƛƳǇƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ 

these trusted friends that I spoke.  I told them about the school and my involvement in it and about how my Dad had been sent to 

that school when he was a very young boy and the great educational opportunity that it afforded to the sponsored children.   I 

found that when I talked to my friends about this situation, they would time and again reach into their hearts and ask to sponsor 

a child there as well.  I never set out to recruit them.  All I did was expose my enthusiasm.  So I tried to analyze why this 

happened?  It probably has a lot to do with the fact that each of us chooses to closely relate to similar minded people.  Also in this 

age of fast technology and busy schedules, it is always reassuring to find someone who has taken the time to become well versed 

in a special undertaking as it brings credibility to the issue.  My friends know that if I am passionate about the school it is probably 

a worthy cause.  And finally, much of it has to do with the respect we pay to members of our inner circle of friends.  If one of my 

friends has a great interest in something, I too am drawn towards that cause. 

For me it has never been about speaking to large crowds of people or about wowing them with a great slide show.  Rather, it is 

about speaking from the heart about something meaningful to you.  When asked what I have been doing recently, I speak 

fervently about the School, about my work on the Canadian Council and about the very real need to help children get a chance to 

succeed in life.  I convey this information with authenticity.  It comes from my heart and my friends respond. 

Each of us has our inner circle of 12.  Just think how many sponsors we could obtain in Canada, if even half of our special ones 

ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ  LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇȅǊŀƳƛŘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǿŜŀƭǘƘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎs.  

²Ƙȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǘǊȅ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƴŜȄǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀ ƭŀǘǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜκƘŜ ŀǎƪǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜn up to recently? 

¢ŀǊŀ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ ό±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΣ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ 5ǊΦ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ IƻƳŜǎύ

mailto:drgraham@golden.net


CANADIAN SPONSOR CARRIES OLYMPIC TORCH  

 

Jade Dhingra, who lives in St. Marys, Ontario, sponsors a 

little girl in Dr. Grahamõs Homes.  Jade attends high school 

in Stratf ord and is pictured here carrying the Olympic torch 

through the main street of Stratford on December 27, 2009.  

 

What a wonderful experience.  Congratulations Jade!  

 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF OUR MOST SENIOR OGB ς ANGUS MEIKLE ς April 6, 1919 ς February 24, 2010 

(written by his dear friend Elsie Pettigrew, OGB) 

It is with much sadness that we ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƻƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ŘŀȅΩ of our most senior Canadian OGB, Angus Meikle. Angus will always 

ōŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭƻΩǎ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƎŜǘ-togethers in Toronto.  

When he entered Calcutta Cottage as a youngster, he can remember watching the Katherine Graham Memorial Chapel being built. 

When he grew older he was sent to Heathland Cottage. Those were the days when the cottages had the septic wagon cart away the 

night soil in the evenings. He would tell stories of all the mischief they would get into as kids.  One in particular was about the time 

ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƻƻƪƻǳǘΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ōƻȅǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊŀƴƪ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜǎΦ !ǎ the other 

lads made a quick escape, he was the only one cornered by the approaching staff member. So he hid in the linen room before 

attempting to make an exit. The Aunty can only remember seeing a flapping, white bed sheet making a dash for the adjacent forest. 

As he graduated during the Second World War he was assigned to Army duty, and he volunteered for the Medical Corps. When they 

were captured he then became a POW (prisoner of War) in a Japanese Concentration Camp. He hardly ever spoke about what they 

all experienced while there. But he did relate how he was sometimes allowed out so that he could find any desperately needed 

medical supplies that might have been left behind by the fleeing local villagers. At times he would travel on the back of an elephant. 

And once, just as his group had crossed a major bridge it was blown up behind them.  

After the War he returned to Kalimpong to recuperate at Holiday Home. And we kids can 

remember being a bit scared of both Angus and Reggie Tesneer; they looked so thin and 

emaciated. He then accepted his first job at a shipping company, living and working on a river 

steamer in Northeast India. He attended the Old Mission Church in Calcutta, where he met 

his wife, OGB Oenone (Jones). He was very active in Christian service and always took part in 

the weekly Youth For Christ meetings held on Saturday evenings in the city. He was involved 

in the music program and sang and played the ukulele. 

The family then immigrated to Canada. Angus first worked at a hospital and finally at Simpson 

Sears Canada. He was one of the hD.Ωǎ ǿƘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ hD. CŀƳƛƭȅ Picnic. And he 

was then on the committee of the Canadian OGB Association of Toronto (also called the 

Kalimpong Association of Canada). The statement he leaves with us is the words of a hymn 

that he sang at one of our yearly Homes Birthday gatherings.  

Down from His Glory, Ever Living Story, My Great Redeemer, King, And Jesus is His Name, 

O How I Love Him, How I Adore Him, My Breadth, My Sunshine, My All in All. 

The Great CǊŜŀǘƻǊ .ŜŎŀƳŜ aȅ {ŀǾƛƻǳǊΣ !ƴŘ !ƭƭ [ƛŦŜΩǎ tǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ Lƴ IƛƳ CǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ.            

Oenone and Angus 2006   



                                                             

Highlights of the year 2009 in brief ς ! ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ tƘƛƭƛǇ DƛōǎƻƴΣ /9h 5ǊΦ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ IƻƳŜǎ 

 

This is my first attempt at a newsletter to well wishers in the foreign committees and it is well overdue. So I begin with an  

apology for being less in touch than I had intended when I started my tenure as Chief Executive in mid -April. In the 

interim there  have been many challenges to face, some difficult decisions to be made but above all an overwhelming 

experience of joy of sharing life with the wonderful young people, who live, work and play here. I am very grateful to the 

Board of Management under the leadership of Mr Robertson and Local Advisory Committee under the leadership Mrs 

Hishey for their support this year.  

The school year ended last Friday when we said goodbye to our 1360 students and over the ensuing 3 days vehicles have 

come and gone collecting young people and their belongings, setting off on journeys, many of them to places as far afield 

as Bhutan, Bangladesh, Thailand and the other side of India. The choir and our sponsored children left in two parties for 

Kolkata in buses and overnight tra ins for their journey home.  

So now is a time of reflection, particularly for my management team, SL Banerjee, the Headmaster, David Foning, the 

Bursar and me. Reflecting on the past seven months, I think we can feel relatively satisfied with progress to date. I think 

that as a team we have reclaimed the territory for the purposes of maintaining a school and community dedicated to the 

development of sound minds and healthy bodies. We have cleared the campus of extraneous noise and irrelevant activity 

by outside interests and have tightened security in order to safeguard the welfare of our children. So no more taxis, boxy 

wallahs (peddler) and passing livestock! As we await the examination results we will see if our academic performance 

reflects our aim to develop into a learning community.  

Highlights of the year in brief  

Dr Grahamõs Homes celebrated in style the two important dates in the calendar; May Fair and the Birthday Celebration. 

Both went off very well and we were blessed with wonderful weather on bot h days. Everyone had a great time; at May 

Fair there were lots of things to eat and for the Birthday, the legendary Buns and Julabees followed by fun and games on 

the field. A new departure this year was our Halloween Party invented and hosted by our 3 vol unteers, Ben from the UK, 

Thibault from France and Tivoli from the USA. Thanks go to them for their tireless energy.  

We continue to compete against local schools in the Darjeeling Hills and between cottages and classes internally. All our 

students did wel l in a wide variety of sports including swimming, table tennis and basketball and competitions of a 

cerebral and cultural nature including debating, elocution and dancing. The management team is grateful to all staff and 

coaches who give their time to encourage and train our young people.  

Management Issues 

Life has not been all plain sailing. We are in difficult economic times locally and globally. Our budget forecasts suffered a  

blow with the award to teaching and non -teaching staff made mandatory by central government in July. As a result we 

were compelled to raise our fees by 600 rupees per month but this does not cover the deficit completely. Following this 

we have agreed a pay award internally for our manual staff which will take a further toll on our resources. We do not 

intend to raise fees again in February but will require to manage within our existing resources. We have now introduced 

stringent controls on spending in all areas including staffing, maintenance and repairs. We will take whatever acti ons we 

need to in order to come in on budget next year. This will not mean a reduction in educational quality however which we 

see as crucial to the long term future of Dr Grahamõs Homes. 

We intend to introduce full service cottage catering for boarders fr om next February following a successful pilot scheme 

offering daily breakfast and weekend full catering this year. We believe that this will give us control over the quality and 

quantity of food production, cutting waste and ensuring a nutritious diet for all our boarders.  Next year will see the 

introduction of leisure tracksuits for boarders which we see as an essential part of our safety policy, making young people 

more visible about the campus as they enjoy weekend leisure time programmes.    



Education at DGH  

As part of our intention to raise academic standards we are planning to introduce the Quest for Excellence, a new 

curriculum development offering leisure learning linked to the formal syllabus. This will be phased in from February and 

will operate o n 4 afternoons per week from 3.15pm to 4.30pm. Additionally we will be introducing Saturday sports 

sessions on the first and third Saturday of the month. We hope this will be attractive to parents and provide real 

opportunities to extend the traditional we ekly hobbies period, offering new subjects and activities for children to broaden 

their horizons.  

Our heritage of sponsorship  

I am acutely aware that in our Quest for Excellence; our determination to compete for business in the Indian education 

market, we must not lose sight of the original dream of John and Katherine Graham to make this place a haven for poor 

and deprived children and young people, particularly from the Anglo -Indian community. I am also aware of the huge 

amount contributed by well wishers as individuals and in groups throughout the world. We have strived this year to 

impress on our sponsored children that they are privileged to be here and that it is someoneõs sacrifice which makes this 

possible. The management team are resolved to keep up our commitment to these children and as such we have set a 

target of 15 new entrants for 2010. How exactly we will fund these 15 places is as always uncertain but I know that we can 

count on support from around the world even in these most difficult of tim es.  As I noted before we have had to raise our 

fees last year and we have held off from seeking an increase from sponsors. However for the record the fee for a boarder 

at DGH next year will be Rs80500/ -. (CAD $1842.64) If you can think about helping us to bridge the gap, I will be most 

grateful.  

We welcomed Jim Simpson, the new UK Sponsorship Secretary and his wife Pat on a fact finding mission and we remain 

grateful to them for their wisdom and insight. We have also welcomed numerous OGBs and contributors , including 

Lynette Ridler the Australian Secretary and her family who are staying at Ahava as I write this newsletter.    So in 

conclusion, a very big thank you on behalf of us all for your enduring and unfailing commitment to our lovely kids at Dr 

Grahamõs Homes.  

Philip Gibson, Chief Executive, Dr. Grahamõs Homes  

                       

              NEW WEBSITE DEVELOPED ς CHECK IT OUT!   

       http://drgrahamshomes.net 

Congratulations to Mr. Anand Nayak (member of the Board of Management, Kolkata) and his team for developing a 

wonderful, informative website.   Spend some time investigating this website.  It is easy to navigate and I guarantee 

you will love the photos!   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW !!   

POT LUCK CUR RY LUNCH HOSTED BY THE KALIMPONG ASSOCIATION OF CANADA.  

110 th  Birthday celebrations for Dr. Grahamõs Homes. 

Saturday, September 18 th  at 1:00 p.m.   

Willowdale Presbyterian Church, 38 Ellerslie Ave. North York.   

If you would like to attend, please call Jac qui for further information and directions to the church.  

Phone 1-519 -284 -1824 or email to drgraham@golden.net    

http://drgrahamshomes.net/
mailto:drgraham@golden.net

