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The Canadian Council of Dr. Graham’s Homes is grateful for all the funds raised in support of our earthquake 

appeal.  As this newsletter goes to print donations to our Council exceed $17,000.00 and we are very close to our 

goal of $20,000.00.  God bless you all for your generosity.   Repairs to the Homes buildings will begin in earnest 

once the children vacate the school for their annual winter break.  We will keep you updated on the repairs, 

construction and rebuilding being done at Dr. Graham’s Homes.   For current status reports, photos and more 

information on the Homes please visit our website at www.drgrahamshomes.ca.   We are delighted to have Samir 

Shrestha, an OGB living in Victoria, B.C. as our new “webmaster”.  Samir is doing a great job of re-designing and 

improving our webpage and he welcomes any suggestions or comments you might have.   

 

For those who have been asking we are also happy to announce that you can now pay with your credit card online.  

Samir put a “donate” button on our webpage, which enables sponsors and donors to contribute via PayPal.  There 

is also a link to CanadaHelps.Org which is an online fundraising system and registered charity that accepts your 

donations and then forwards them on to us.  If you choose to use CanadaHelps you need to be aware of two things: 

1 -Your tax receipt will be issued by CanadaHelps not Dr. Grahams Homes.  2 -They take 3.9% from your 

donation as a transaction charge to cover credit card fees and processing and handling fees.   PayPal also has a 

user fee - 1.9% of your donation is the transaction charge.   
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News from the Homes:  Mrs. Hilda Peacock is the new Principal of Dr. Graham’s Homes effective September 1, 
2011.  Mrs. Peacock was previously the Principal of La Martiniere School for Girls in Kolkata.  She will be 
responsible for academics including the boarding section.  The Headmaster Mr. Banerjee will function under 
her.  She is the first woman principal of the school in its 110+ year history and comes with a distinguished career 
in education and the "Best Principal of the Year, 2009" India honor.  We welcome Mrs. Peacock to Dr. Graham’s 
Homes and look forward to meeting her some day in the not too distant future.   

Damage and disruptions from the earthquake have resulted in mail delivery problems.  The Christmas cards 
from the children have still not arrived in Canada.  They will be forwarded on to sponsors as soon as possible.    

Mr. Nicky Rajwar and Mr. Richard Ferdinands, long time employees of the Homes in the Sponsor office are 
retiring this December.  We will miss corresponding with them.  Good luck Nicky and Richard.  We sincerely 
appreciate all your hard work and efforts on behalf of the children of Dr. Graham’s Homes and your 
professionalism and courtesy dealing with the overseas committees.    

mailto:drgraham@golden.net
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NEWSPAPER ARTICLE ABOUT ONE OF OUR 

OGBS 

Dawa Juliet Sangmu hopes that if people take nothing else 

from her shop, they will take a little bit of good energy.  

Dawa is celebrating 10 years at her shop on Sycamore 

Street. Juliet’s Jewels will have an open house on Saturday.  

“That’s good enough for me,” she said.  

Juliet’s Jewels has occupied the front and upstairs of 

Sangmu’s house on Sycamore Street in Denton for 10 years, 

and she doesn’t worry about customers finding their way. 

She says those who are meant to find the shop will. And 

they do. “This is the best place to shop in Denton,” Maureen 

Saringer said while she was browsing Saturday.  

The shop is filled with a colorful array of handcrafted jewelry, clothing, bags, tapestries and artifacts that Sangmu finds 

during the trips she takes to India, where she was born, Nepal, Thailand and Indonesia three times a year. On Saturday, 

she was wearing a bracelet from Thailand.  Saringer picked up a singing bowl made out of nine metals for her son, and 

Sangmu taught her how to make it “sing.” “It’s a great place to get a gift for a wide variety of people,” Saringer said. She 

has frequented the store for more than five years.  

On Saturday, Sangmu will host the shop’s 10th annual open house to raise funds for Dr. Graham’s Homes, a boarding and 

day school for Anglo-Indian children in Kalimpong, West Bengal, India.  During a Sept. 18 earthquake, the school 

incurred extensive damage, especially to the infirmary, the chapel and 19 of its 22 cottages, which house the students.  

The buildings had to be evacuated, and now the school is using classrooms as dormitories.  The school holds a special 

place in Sangmu’s heart because it’s the place she called home for 16 years as a child. She lived there until she was 17. 

“We all came from broken homes or no homes,” she said of the children at the school.  When she makes her trips to Asia 

each year, she also visits the school, where she sponsored two children — Alisha, who’s now 19 and in her last year of 

school, and Bimal, who is now 21 and painting in a monastery in Nepal.  

As Sangmu sat at her computer Saturday, she scrolled through pictures she had taken during her trip to the school at the 

beginning of October. She showed pictures of fallen ceilings and debris on beds in the cottages. Sangmu said it was 

fortunate that the earthquake happened at dinnertime, while the children were outside eating. If it had happened later, 

some children could have died because they would have been indoors. “So many lives were saved because of timing,” she 

said. The cottages cost about $250,000 and house up to 60 children.  

Saturday’s event will help raise money to rebuild the cottages. The day will include performances by a harpist, two groups 

— Earthshine and It Is What It Is — and a belly dancer. Lama Dudjom Dorjee Rinpoche will take appointments for 

spiritual consultations in the meditation room, which was converted from a garage that sits behind Sangmu’s house.  

Barbara Hefka, who met Sangmu while she was a student at the University of North Texas, said the annual open house is 

a fun event with people shopping, eating and enjoying the performances. “It has the energy of people sharing, which is 

really rare,” she said.  People are invited to a potluck lunch at 11:15 a.m. and are asked to bring a vegetarian dish. Drinks 

will be provided.  

Hefka said she likes shopping at Juliet’s Jewels because it gives her an opportunity to support people she wouldn’t 

otherwise have a chance to support.  “The thing I really love about the shop is, the money she brings in, she takes back to 

her home country,” she said, adding that Sangmu is generous with people but is also a strong businesswoman.  Sangmu 

has made it her life’s goal to help people. She opened a shop for a family in Nepal that sells women’s underwear, called 

Juliet’s Secret. She said that when she was a girl, it was embarrassing to go buy underwear because men worked in the 

shops.  That’s why she wanted to open up the shop in Nepal, which allows women to buy their underwear from women. It 

also helps the family that runs the shop make a living. She offers beginner Buddhism classes in the meditation room in her 

backyard. The classes are offered at no charge because she believes the small things are priceless.  

“I was given everything growing up,” Sangmu said. “How could I not give back?”  



 
VISIT TO KALIMPONG  

by Debbie Smith, Canadian Sponsor 
 
On February 20, my husband Gordon and I flew from Delhi to Bagdogra to begin our long-awaited 
ÖÉÓÉÔ ÔÏ +ÁÌÉÍÐÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ $Òƚ 'ÒÁÈÁÍƦÓ (ÏÍÅÓƚ  -Ù ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓƗ +ÅÎÎÅÔÈ ÁÎÄ /ÌÉÖÅ 4ÏÔÅÎƗ ×ÈÏ ÂÏÔÈ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ 
away in 2006, were longtime members of the Canadian Council, and my mother was the Canadian 
secretary for seventeen years.  They visited Kalimpong three times (in 1967, l975 and l982), and 
many people involved with the work of the Homes had visited their house in London, Ontario over 
the course of the years. 
 
Gordon and I had traveled to India once before, in l987, but had concentrated on seeing only a 
small portion of that vast country.  This three month trip to India and Nepal would be much more 
extensive.  We certainly wanted to include Kalimpong in our plans, and purchased our airline 
tickets to Bagdogra before leaving Canada.  However, the visit almost did not happen!  Once in 
India, thanks to wireless technology, we were able to connect with Ruth Glashan at the Homes, who 
arranged accommodation and our transport from the airport.  Several weeks beforehand, she sent out 
warnings about possible strikes sanctioned by the political party, which would affect our ability 
to reach Kalimpong.  
 
The threatened strike ultimately happened, resulting in a flurry of e-mails and updates.  After 
much uncertainty, the strike was lifted just the day before our scheduled flight.  We were told 
that there would be no strikes for at least three days, so we decided to go, not knowing whether 
we would be able to leave the area.  Fortunately, we had no further problems, and were able to 
carry on with our plans to spend a few days in Darjeeling, and then travel overland to Kathmandu. 
 
We were met by a driver at the airport and enjoyed the scenic drive up to Kalimpong.  We stayed at 
the Ahava Guest House, on the edge of the Homes property, and were immediately met by Christine 
Guest, who manages the guest house.  Shortly after our arrival, the riders from the Kolkata to 
Kalimpong bike ride were scheduled to cycle up the hill to the Homes.  Our first experience at the 
Homes was cheering on the cyclists as they rode in.  This year there were five riders, led by John 
Webster, a former chaplain of the Homes.  Like us, they felt very fortunate to be there, as they 
had been told several days earlier that, due to the strike, it might not be possible for them to 
cycle the full distance to Kalimpong.  The school term was originally slated to begin on February 
14, and we had timed our visit so that we could see the school when it was in session.  However, 
since most of the sponsored children were stuck in Calcutta, the school opening had been delayed 
until March 1.  Students in grades 10 and 12 needed to write important state-wide exams, so the 
political leaders had given them special dispensation to travel to the Homes and sit for their 
exams.  It was good that there were at least some students on hand to greet the cyclists and 
applaud their efforts. 
 
The following morning we attended a chapel service in honour of the cyclists.  Gordon, myself, and 
each cyclist were presented with welcome scarves.  When I opened the hymn book, I was surprised 
and delighted to see a dedication to my father!  I knew that he had left an annuity to the Homes, 
and some of the money had been used to purchase new hymn books.  The current chaplain kindly gave 
me a copy of the book and signed it.  After the service we, along with the cyclists, were given a 
tour, which included the very interesting small museum, one of the cottages (where the girls 
writing exams were staying), and Lucia King Nursery (where the girls in the childhood care 
training program were eagerly awaiting the arrival of their young charges).  We were all treated 
to a lovely lunch at the residence of the Bursar, David Foning, before the cyclists departed. 
 
Over the next few days, we explored the campus and were introduced to various people, such as 
Nikki Rajwar and Richard Ferdinands in the sponsorship office.  Richard said that he remembered 
meeting my parents during their last visit.  Nikki had not met them, but knew my mother through 
their correspondence.  Unfortunately Nigel, our sponsored child, was not at the Homes - he would 
be arriving with the other children in time for the start of term.  Luckily, his older brother was 
one of the students writing exams, so we were able to meet with him and pass along the few 
mementoes of VancÏÕÖÅÒ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×Å ÈÁÄ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔƚ  4ÈÅ ÂÏÙÓƦ ÁÕÎÔ ×ÏÒËÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙƗ ÁÎÄ ×Å 
ÈÁÄ Á ÌÏÖÅÌÙ ÖÉÓÉÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒƚ  3ÈÅ ÔÏÌÄ ÕÓ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ .ÉÇÅÌƦÓ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄƗ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ 
appreciative of what we, and all the other sponsors, do for the children at the Homes. 



 
It was making these connections that made our visit so worthwhile.   
 
Christine Guest is a good example.  She is a graduate of the Homes, and actually had a Canadian 
sponsor during the years my mother was the secretary.  Since my job as a teenager was to process 
ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎÓƦ letters, I no doubt handled some of hers.  Christine remembers her sponsor very 
fondly.  After working in Dubai for many years, she brought her young son back to Kalimpong to 
show him where she went to school.  Thomas fell in love with the area, and informed his mother 
that he, also, would like to attend this school - he has just graduated as Head Boy and is aiming 
for a career in medicine.  Christine gladly showed us around the campus and ensured that we met 
the appropriate people.  She also helped out with our sightseeing plans, by arranging drivers and 
suggesting places to visit.  We enjoyed exploring the monasteries and nurseries in the area.  The 
days were mostly clear, and one morning we were lucky to see spectacular mountain views. 
 
Kalimpong connections kept appearing as we continued our travels.  We selected a hotel in 
Darjeeling from our guidebook.  Christine offered to phone and reserve a room for us, and soon 
realized that she had gone to school with the owner - he was another OGB.  At the hotel in 
Darjeeling, we met an English lady who was meeting with some cousins and traveling on to 
Kalimpong.  The cousins had a connection with the Homes through the British committee.  When we 
joined our trekking tour in Kathmandu, it turned out that our tour leader Pema (who is of 
"ÈÕÔÁÎÅÓÅ ÄÅÓÃÅÎÔƾ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎ ÉÎ +ÁÌÉÍÐÏÎÇƚ  (Å ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ $Òƚ 'ÒÁÈÁÍƦÓ (ÏÍÅÓƗ ÂÕÔ ×ÁÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅÄ 
at another school in the town.  His daughter is currently in Kalimpong studying at his old school.  
We learned much more about the political situation in the hill towns from Pema.  All of this made 
us realize how far reaching the positive influence of the Homes has been. 
 
We would have liked to have seen the compound filled with students, heard the laughter of young 
children in Lucia King and, of course, been able to meet Nigel.  But we are so grateful to have 
met such wonderful people and shared such amazing experiences during our visit. Perhaps it is time 
to begin planning another trip to India and Kalimpong! 
 

    
    Debbie & Gordon Smith  Nicky Rajwar & Richard Ferdinands  Iris Smith, school secretary 
 
        

This newsletter is also available online on our website.  www.drgrahamshomes.ca   You can view it in 

COLOUR on this site.  The cost of printing a paper edition in colour is prohibitive so we mail out a black 

and white version.  This newsletter is sent to you so you can keep abreast of news and happening at Dr. 

Grahamõs Homes in Kalimpong and the activities of the Canadian Council.  If you would prefer to receive 

it by email please send me your email address to drgraham@golden.net     

http://www.drgrahamshomes.ca/
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OUR  CONDOLENCES TO THE FAMILIES OF DEAR FRIENDS DEPARTED THIS YEAR  

Jeffrey Mapley ς July 7, 1924- February 14-2011 

Beloved husband of Rachel, father of Margaret, Rosemary, Phyllis-Joy and Philip 

and their families.   

Jeffrey and Rachel ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ 5ǊΦ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ Iomes in 1956 and were the house 

parents in charge of Wellington Hostel.  In 1957 they were in charge of Fraser 

Hostel until their first child (Margaret) was born in 1958.  They then went to the 

Holiday Home and ran that until 1960.  Jeffrey was in charge of the workshop and 

all the buildings on the compound.  He also took many church services.  While at 

Wellington, Rachel would give Sister Brenchley a break at the dispensary once a 

week. 

 Jeffrey and Rachel made the annual trip from Sutton West every September to attend our Birthday Curry Lunch and we will miss 

seeing Jeffrey, he was a lovely, lovely gentleman.   

 
EDDIE LAMB (OGB)ς aged 94,  Birmingham, UK 

 
Rev John G Webster, Honorary Vice-President ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Y /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴ ƻŦ 5ǊΦ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ IƻƳŜǎ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
following tribute:  
 Eddie Lamb ς OGB Extraordinary 
Gracious, gentle and quietly and kindly spoken, conscientious and very generous ς that was Eddie 
Χ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ gentleman. These qualities were shown to his family and to his friends and to 
Ƙƛǎ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ά5ŀŘŘȅ DǊŀƘŀƳǎ IƻƳŜǎέ ς perhaps especially to the Homes. 

9ŘŘƛŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ΨhD.Ω ς an example for all to follow. He never tired of reminiscing about the 
very early years of Dr Grahams Homes and was a mine of information about staff and pupils and 
life in school and cottage in the very early 1900s. 

Eddie never lost his great love for the Homes and this love expressed itself in constant generous 
financial giving to the Homes in order that others might be given the nurture and education that he had known and the chance of a 
good beginning in life. 

We give thanks to God for EddieΩ s life ς as a husband, father and OGB and for his generous heart and loving spirit. Let us follow his 
example.  He was ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŀƴ άhD. ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅέ   
   

 PHYLLIS TERESA NELSON  (OGB) ð 1933 - 2011  Victoria, B.C.  

Phyllis passed away in the late hours of Jul y 16 after living with back 

and leg pain for many years, the result of a motor car accident. She will 

live on in the hearts of Bill her loving husband, her daughter Caroline, 

her many grandchildren and great grandchildren and her stepsons 

Mark, Thomas and Buz. Phyllis was a very loving person for her children 

as well as anyone she met and befriended. She loved them all and there 

were many.  

OENONE ALICE MEIKLE  (OGB) ð 19 24 - 2011  Ajax, ON  

Oenone Meikle  (Jones) born in Calcutta 1924  passed away on January 22, 2011.  Predeceased by her 

dear husband Angus  (Feb 2010) Oenone  was the eldest Child of Merlin and Alice Jones. Merlin was the 

curator of the Botanical Gardens Calcutta. He was an OGB and belonged to one of the earliest batches of 

boys who entered DGH. He sent four of the children to the Homes -  Oenone, My rtle, Humphrey and Homer. 

Oenone, Angus and family were there when the first OGB Family Picnic was organized to welcome Aunty 

Cootes.                                                                                                                         Tribute f rom Elsie Pettigrew  



William G. Cross   1922 - 2011  (Member of the Canadian Council of Dr. 

Grahams Homes from 1983-1996) 

Sunday, April 10, after a brief but valiant battle against old age. Son of the late Edgar A. Cross 

and Isobel Gunn. Brother of Dr. Edgar (Joan) Cross and the late Marion (John) Lebel. 

Predeceased by his beloved wife of 53 years, Eleanor. Father to John (Ava), Gordon, Peter 

(Marlene), Robert and David (Michal). Grandfather to Miriam, David, Alexandra, Eric, 

Elizabeth, and Jennifer.  

Bill was born in Detroit MI, but grew up in Toronto, spending summers at 'Kildonan', his 

grandfather Gunn's house in Clinton. H e attended UTS and then studied Maths and Physics at 

the University of Toronto. It was at university that he met and became engaged to Eleanor 

Tilley. From 1943 to 1945 he served as a radar officer in the Royal Canadian Naval Reserve; seconded to the British Royal 

Navy on the fast mine layer Ariadne, which was itself seconded to the American South Pacific Fleet. He married Eleanor 

during a 48-hour leave in 1945. After the war, he studied at Harvard, receiving his PhD in Nuclear Physics in 1949. He 

and Eleanor, with their first son, moved to the new town of Deep River in 1950. Four more sons followed in quick 

succession. Bill worked in the Health Physics Branch at the Chalk River Nuclear Laboratories until 1991. After official 

retirement, he continued working  as an Emeritus Scientist at CRNL.  Service on various committees of the International 

Atomic Energy Agency enabled Bill to travel the world and forge lifelong friendships with foreign colleagues. His 

bookcase, bursting with foreign language phrase books, dictionaries and recordings, bespeaks his attempts to learn the 

language of every country he visited. He possessed a scientist's insatiable curiosity about pretty well everything. He was 

also an outstanding teacher. Bill loved music. He was an accomplished pianist, and played an important role in 

purchasing and maintaining Deep River's Steinway concert grand piano. This superb instrument has entertained 

generations of concertgoers, and impressed many visiting pianists. Later in life, Bill took great pleasur e in listening to his 

grandchildren playing the piano. After a minor heart attack, Bill took up running at age 59, and became a familiar sight on 

the roads of Deep River until well into his eighties.  

He will be remembered for his enthusiasm, kindness, self-effacing humour, and stoic courage. He was a gentleman in 

every sense.  

1 IN 2 CHILDREN IN INDIA UNDER 5 ARE UNDERWEIGHT AND CRITICALLY 

MALNOURISHED, 74% OF CHILDREN UNDER 3 ARE ANAEMIC, 400 MILLION INDIAN PEOPLE LIVE BELOW THE 

¦bΩ{ th±9w¢¸ [Lb9 hC ϷмΦн5 A DAYΣ Lb5L! L{ Iha9 ¢h !¢ [9!{¢ hb9 v¦!w¢9w hC ¢I9 ²hw[5ΩS HUNGRY 

- 230 MILLION RESIDENTS. 

Four of the members of our Board of Directors are related to Dr. Graham!  We are pleased to have 

three great grandsons (Arifin, David and Peter) and one great granddaughter (Anne).  We are also 

happy to welcome OGB Samir Shrestha to our group.   

Jacqui and Brian Hibbert are first time grandparents.  Norah Anne Poch was born June 22, 

2011 in Stratford, Ontario  8 lbs 2 oz. , da ughter of Ariana (nee 

Hibbert) and Martin Poch. She is the light of our lives and the most 

adorable baby ever.  We are totally enjoying being grandparents and 

are lucky to be able to spend lots of time spoiling her.   Coincidentally 

our best friends Kathy and John Flanagan also became f irst time 

grandparents when they were blessed with twin granddaughters just 

the month before.   It will be wonderful to watch these three little girls              

grow up together and become fast friends.   

                             Life is goodéé. 


