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WINTER NEWSLETTER 2008 

A few words from the Chair  •  Saint Andrew’s Day 2008 

Dear Dr. Graham’s Homes Canadian family: 

I think that this has been a good year for Dr. Graham’s Homes. One of the highlights for me was attending (with our now past–council chair Bob Arril), the 

International Conference of Dr. Graham’s Homes in Calcutta in April. For two intensive days, the Board of Management (based in Calcutta), committees 

from around the world (Canada, UK, Japan, New Zealand, Australia, Ireland), and OGBs (Old Girls and Boys of Dr. Graham’s Homes) met and discussed 

many topics of mutual interest, from sponsored children to finances to the future development of the Homes.  

The meeting was chaired by Board of Management chairman Mr. Michael Robertson, and many valuable contributions were made from all around the table; 

it also helped in building good working relationships for many of us who live at such great distance from India and each other. The next conference is 

planned for 2010. 

After the conference, my wife Wiluya and I traveled to Kalimpong for a week and stayed at the Homes. We had many opportunities to spend time with the 

children, visiting classes, cottages and on our last day, hosting a Tea for the Canadian-sponsored children, at which a good time was had by all (see photo). 

It was wonderful to visit and talk with the children – ranging in age from the very young to those nearly ready to graduate from the Homes. 

We also visited the Sponsorship Office, and met several times with the Principal, Mr. Aubrey Sampayo, and the Bursar, Mr. David Foning. I also visited the 

Homes’ bakery early every morning – all the bread and buns for the Homes are baked there – which is a very interesting and important aspect of the 

Homes’ life. One of the people working there is an OGB, now in his 80s, who was a student at the Homes in the 1930s, when Dr. Graham was still alive. He 

retired at 65 but decided he preferred to work, so returned to the bakery. 

As the Board of Management wrote at the time of Dr. Graham’s death in 1942: “The first call on the Homes shall always be the children in greatest need; the 

one vital and essential consideration the highest good of the children themselves.” It is these words that the Canadian Council is guided by in our work for 

the Homes, to ensure that the vision and inspired ideals of the 

Homes’ founder will be continued. 

On behalf of the Canadian Council, I thank the Reverend Dr. Bob 

Arril for his steady guidance as chairman of the council these past 

six years; it has been an inspiration to work with him and to benefit 

from his experience and wisdom. 

And it is with thanks to all of you – the community of Dr. Graham’s 

Homes in Canada – which allows us to continue to assist children in 

need and to continue to work in fulfilling the mission of Dr. 

Graham’s Homes. Many thanks for your continued support, and 

very best wishes to you, your families and your communities for the 

Christmas season and the coming year. 

Arifin Graham 

 

mailto:drgraham@golden.net
http://www.drgrahamshomes.ca/


Birth day Cel ebrations 2008 - Aro und the World  

Canada   - The Kalimpong Association of Canada celebrated the 108 th  birthday of Dr. Grahamõs Homes on Saturday, 

September 20, 2008 in Toronto, Ontario.  This year is also the 10 th  Anniversary of the founding of the Kalimpong 

Association.  Appr oximately 50 OGBs and friends gathered for an afternoon of fun, fellowship and food.  The pot luck 

luncheon was delicious and as usual there was more than enough food.   

MC for the day, Newton Stokoe, led us all in a moment of silence in memory of our dear  departed friends John Watson, 

Charles Pontin, Glyn Hartless, Humphrey Jones, òPipó Graham, Lady Holden, and Mono Banerjee.  We were pleased to 

have Tara Douglas, Vice -Chairman of the Canadian Council and daughter of an OGB present with us all the way from  

Victoria, BC.  Tara had the honou r of cutting the Birthday cake. Arifin Graham, Chairman of the Canadian Council of Dr. 

Grahamõs Homes and great-grandson of the founder, was the keynote speaker and gave a wonderful presentation of 

photos he took on his la st trip to the Homes earlier this year.   

A heartfelt, is somewhat off -key, rendition of The Rallying Song was sung without the usual lovely piano accompaniment 

of Maureen  Jones.  We missed you Maureen. The white elephant table was again a great success an d special mention 

should be made of the efforts of Mrs. Rachel Mapley, who made 45 crocheted tea towels for us.  We sold 35 that afternoon 

and the remaining ten will be sold later.  Thank you Rachel!   

On a personal note, I would like to extend my gratitud e to all the people who worked to put together this wonderful 

afternoon.  It truly was a lovely day and everyone enjoyed themselves immensely.  Thanks to those of you who set up and 

took down the hall, worked so hard in the kitchen and on the white elephan t table and did all the jobs necessary for this 

annual get together.  It is a lot of work but we do have great fun donõt we?   This year we welcomed some new friends into 

our midst.  It was lovely to meet you John, Marilyn and Eve.   

This year also marks m y 15 th  year as Secretary of the Canadian Council.  It has been an amazing 15 years and I canõt 

believe how fast the years have flown.  Working for the Council has been one of the most fulfilling experiences of my life 

and I consider it a great honour to ha ve made such wonderful, thoughtful friends.  My family has also benefitted greatly 

and we are so lucky to have friends from all over the world.  It has been very enlightening for my children and I think they 

are better citizens of this world as a result.  As one of my friends at my òother jobó said to me recently, òYou have the most 

interesting friends of anyone I knowó.  What a lovely sentiment.  Thank you for the lovely flowers and gift in recognition of 

my anniversary with you.  It was not necessary but deeply appreciated.     Love, Jacqui               

                        

USA - The 108th Homes Birthday celebration, and the 2nd one of its kind in NYC kicked off with a picnic in Astoria Park 
right along the banks of the East River. Our prime motivatio n in having a Homes Birthday gathering picnic was so we 
could maintain the tradition of having Buns and Jeelabies out in the open, and also to spend a nice afternoon outside 
with other Grahamites and enjoy a gorgeous autumn day in NYC. Thankfully the meteo rological forces were kind to our 
plans and we spent a beautiful relaxing afternoon with our dear friends.  
 
OGB's from distant places such as Canada, Minnesota, Virginia, Connecticut, and New Jersey showed up to enjoy the 
Buns and Jeelabies and to mingle w ith their old chums. Batches from 1985 to 2003 were in attendance and we had 35 
Grahamites for the picnic. Enjoying delicious home made snacks and other goodies; OGB's mingled freely and shared 
stories about school and their memories of it. We all wrote our  names, cottages and years we spent in school on stickers 
and pasted them on our chests. We played Volleyball, tossed a Frisbee and chucked around an American football. In the 
late afternoon a relay race was organized between the cottages that were present . In the Girls race Mansfield, Macgregor 

Tara Douglas, Vice-Chairman of the 

Canadian Council cuts the Birthday Cake at 

our Birthday Luncheon to celebrate the 

108th birthday of the founding of Dr. 

DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ IƻƳŜǎΦ   



and Bene took part. And in the Boys race Heathland, Calcutta and Grant were represented.  
 
The picnic winded down around 6 PM and we all met again at 9 PM for dinner at a Nepalese restaurant. Five more OGB's 
that cou ldn't make the picnic attended dinner so we had 40. We had typical Nepali and Tibetan dishes for dinner and we 
all nibbled on Pakoras, Momos, Bhatmas, Chow Mein, Channa, Aloo Dum and Chiura.  
 
After dinner and dancing we started to sing. First a couple hym ns were sung led as always in NYC by the Mansfield girls, 
and then we moved to the school song. A cheer for DGH followed and then the youngest OGB present cut the Birthday 
Cake.  
 
On a personal note, I was extremely happy to see friends that I hadn't seen i n 18 years and to see my dear friends from 
NYC once again. Although we have gotten older and the hairline is receding and the paunch is starting to get noticeable, 
being around old friends especially OGB's takes you straight back to the days of wearing Kha ki togs and throwing paper 
planes from honeymoon hill or running around the field a couple times before lunch because you were late. The spirit and 

character of a Grahamite was present in our gathering and we all enjoyed ourselves 'thoroughly.' Hoping to s hare these 
write ups annually for many years to come.  

 
Three cheers for DGH. Hip! Hip!...Hooray!    Sonam Ukyab  
                                                                  Laidlaw/ Willingdon   1982 -1990.  
 
NEW ZEALAND:   We celebrated the Homes Birthda y on Sunday 21 September at our house and we had a great turnout.  

Everyone brought something for dinner and I made Momos which went down very well.  

About thirty people attended and it was nice seeing them even though it is only once a year.  This year Jos ie Frances (ex 

Thorburn) came up from Tauranga which is about 200km from Auckland.  We had a short visit from the Geileskey sisters 

ð Jean, Jenny, Brenda and her husband David Freeman and Noel Zscherpel.  I took them out to dinner one night and the 

next da y we took them sight seeing in Auckland.  It was lovely seeing them even though it was only a short visit.  The next 

visitor is Bill Esselmont who is flying over from Australia to attend a conference.  We are looking forward to meeting him.   

Thuten Kesang  

DUBAI, UAE:   Twenty five adults and eight kids assembled for the first ever Dubai OGB Bash. There were a total of 16 

OGBs, who showed up.   As an ice -breaker, an OGB Quiz sheet was given to all OGBs, with questions like: ôwhich former 

school captain from t he 1970 batch is currently Prime Minister of Bhutan (Jigme Thinley) to, whatõs the brand of polish 

that was used to shine the cottage wooden floors (Mansion Polish), to what Homes slang is used for ôclever guy at DGHõ 

(muggy chap).  

To ensure our fading mem ories wouldnõt be an embarrassment, Lawrence passed around photocopies of the school prayer 

and song and while our rendition of ôForward O youth Forever Advancingõ was slightly off-tune when the high notes of 

ôWaken sisters, waken brothersó, came up, the school song was still sung lustily and with pride and joy. We had earned 

our right to some delicious jelabies (contributed by Cheryl & Jyothi), buns (Lawrence) and momos (Abhijeet) and began to 

tuck into the starters. From nowhere (actually from Cheryl & Jy othi) cheesecakes were pulled out, gulab Jamuns and 

kaju barfees, putting everybody into a jolly good mood.  

This was followed by a sumptuous Chinese dinner. Late into the night and early morning the reminiscing went on 

including capers involving bhutta rai ds, camping trips to Relli, raiding Deepak & Jyothiõs dadõs mulberry bushes, even as 

the non OGB spouses began fading, but woke up with the ghost stories of the ôchurailõ and Lawrenceõs rendition of Uncle 

Noel Hughesõ ôBlizzardõ song. All in all, it was a promising start for our nascent Dubai Chapter that made us feel closer 

and connected once again to our ôHomesõ.  Garth Mitchell - Dubai OGBõS Committee 

LONDON , UK:   A very warm welcome was extended to all present and then we held t he lighting of the two ca ndles 

ceremony.  This has not been done before.  A framed photograph of Daddy Graham was placed between two candles and 

two senior OBõs Eddie Lamb and Robert Clarkson were called to the table to light them.  Also, two decorated Birthday 

Cakes were donated;  one was made by Evelyn Hunter (Peters) and the other by Flora and Des Meyers.  Both Eddie and 

Charles cut the cakes.   Juliana Duckworth our Association Secretary read out the greetings that the Association had sent 

directly to Dr Grahamõs Homes (DGH). Joh n Christie read out the following greetings: - 

Our Association President  Margaretta Purtill on behalf of the Association sent warm greetings to Arifin Graham of the 

Canadian Council.  Arifin is the grand nephew of Daddy Graham!  The greetings message from the Chairman of the Board 

in Kolkotta Michael Robert son was read out to the meeting .  The Reverend John Webster õs greeting to the Association was 

read out to the meeting.  Rev Webster is the Chairman of the UK Committee.  There was a message from Thuten Ke sang of 

the New Zealand Kalimpong Association.  A greetings message was received from Bernard Brooks, once Principal of DGH. 

He planned to celebrate the birthday in Delhi among other OGBõs now resident there.  Having read out the greetings, John 



Christie i nvited our talented pianist Eddie Lamb to lead us in The Rallying Song.  With great gusto the 66 people present 

raised their voices and heartily sang our School Rallying Song.  The School Hymn was also sung.  We then adjourned for 

teas and jellabies. This i s an important social part of the meeting when a number of past friendships are renewed.  Our 

tea staff in the kitchen excelled themselves in providing delicious onion bhajis, jellabies, cakes and sandwiches of all 

varieties.  These were gratefully consume d.  We thank all staff for their dedication to keeping us fed and watered and for 

all donations.  

Vince Purtill(our Treasurer) then officiated at the raffle and there was a lot of enjoyment from winners who could take 

their pick from all the donated prizes.   This is an important feature in order to raise funds and we take this opportunity to 

thank all those who donated ôitemsõ. Margaretta Purtill efficiently ran the ôbring and buyõ table and our sincere thanks to 

her for being so dedicated to raise yet more funds.  Our Reunions would never be the same without Donald Edwards.  He 

duly arrives with his cameras and photographic equipment so that he is able to record all the afternoonõs proceedings.  

Not only that, but he makes this available on You Tube.  We than k him for all his noble efforts in this regard.  I feel it 

could be said that this gathering on 20 September 2008 was indeed a successful and a very happy event.  Many of our 

usual numbers were holidaying abroad and unfortunately were unable to be present.  We would like to thank the folk who 

laid the chairs out for the meeting and then tidied them away afterwards.  Also to Trina Baines (Ladies Committee) for 

bringing and selling The Homesõ Greetings cards and finally to all OGBõs and friends who came and gave their support to 

this most worthy cause.   John Christie  

PERTH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA :  Just a thought about writing about our time on the 20th September'08.  We celebrated 

the Homes birthday at Richard Stokoeõs place in Perth, West Australia and I got to meet quite a lot of Homes OGBs from 

the 60s & 70s which was a pleasure. I think us Bene gals out numbered the other OGBs. We had some Heathland guys, 

Fraser and Wiston boys and I got to catch up with Mr Freese and had a nice chat with him. Heõs still teaching out here in 

Perth and so is Mrs Freese. She was marking reports so she could not be there. Mr & Mrs Oehme were not able to be 

there as they were baby -sitting Norman's daughter, so you see all you OGBs this is what we have to expect when our kids 

get marr ied and have kids of their own. We all had a ball, said our Homes grace, had a Chinese theme for dinner and at 

the end we had our chai & jellabies (he,he) and we had a good ole sing along. All the gals and guys from the 60s & 70s 

sang their school song and  us BHANGHAY -ITES sang our lovely school song 'FORWARD O YOUTH' so all you DGH OGBs 

don't forget to do justice to your school song and sing it with heart and soul and post some pics. I will need to ask Errol t o 

post some pics onto the site. Take care and k eep us OGBs posted, all of you who are having your birthday celebrations 

today and Saturday.    Linda Cameron 1983.  

THE CANADIAN COUNCIL OF DR. GRAHAM’S HOMES BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2008-2009 

CHAIRMAN:   ARIFIN GRAHAM  PAST CHAIRMAN:  REV. DR. ROBERT ARRIL 

VICE CHAIRPERSON: TARA DOUGLAS  TREASURER:  WAYNE NORRIS 

SECRETARY:  JACQUELINE HIBBERT 

DIRECTORS:  DAVID COFFEY, PETER COFFEY, PATRICIA DôCUNHA (OGB) GEORGE EDMONDS 

BRIAN HIBBERT, REV. AJIT JOHN,  JENNIE SPARKES, NEWTON STOKOE (OGB) 

JACQUIõS FAVOURITE NEW JOKE ð A young man named John received a parrot as an early Christmas gift. The parrot had 

a bad attitude and an even worse vocabulary. Every word out of  the bird's mouth was rude, obnoxious and laced with 

profanity. John tried and tried to change the bird's attitude by consistently saying only polite words, playing soft music 

and anything else he could think of to clean up the bird's vocabulary.  Finally, John was fed up and he yelled at the parrot. 

The parrot yelled back.   John shook the parrot and the parrot  got angrier and even ruder.   John, in desperation, threw up 

his hands, grabbed the bird and shoved him in the freezer. For a few minutes the parrot squawked and kicked and 

screamed.   Then suddenly there was total quiet.  Not a peep was heard for over a min ute.   Fearing that he'd hurt the 

parrot,  John quickly opened the door to the freezer. The parrot calmly stepped out onto John's outstretched arms and said 

'I believe I may have offended you with my rude language and actions.   I'm sincerely remorseful for m y inappropriate 

transgressions and I fully intend to do everything I can to correct my rude and unforgivable behavior.'   

John was stunned at the change in the bird's attitude.   As he was about to ask the parrot what had made such a dramatic 

change in his behavior, the bird continued ......"May I inquire as to what the turkey did?'  



  

Bhutan Election 

An Historic Day for Bhutan and a Proud day for Dr 
Grahams Homes 

On March 23/08  Bhutanese citizens went to the polls to hold their first     
Parliamentary Elections, The Homes and OGBs should be very proud that the two 
candidates for Prime Minister are both OGBs. Jigmi Thinley (Batch of 1970 and 
School Captain, Heathland Cottage and Willingdon Hostel - he gave the keynote 
speech at the 2005 Homes Birthday celebrations) is the head of the Bhutan 
Harmony Party (DPT - Druk Phuensum Tshogpa); and Sangay (Dorje) Ngedup 

(batch of 1971, Laidlaw Cottage and Willingdon Hostel) is the head of The People's 
Democratic Party (PDP). 

The Druk Phuensum Tshogpa (DPT), or Bhutan United Party, won a landslide victory in 
the parliamentary polls in a pledge to boost development and happiness. The DPT, led by Jigmi Thinley, won 44 
of 47 seats for the lower house in a vote which was proposed by Bhutan's royals to transform the country into a 
constitutional monarchy. The People's Democratic Party led by Sangay Ngedup, the present king's uncle, won 
just three of 47 seats. 

Both parties are staunchly loyal to the royal family and both promised to stick with Gross National Happiness to 
measure growth. Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, the Bhutanese king, is expected to retain a strong influence 
in running the country. 

The Real Meaning of Christmas  
A Christmas Poem by Joseph P. Martino Copyright© 2003  

Two thousand years ago the King of Kings was  born.  
'The Lamb of God' later made to feel the thorn,  

If his words are accepted and not scorned,  
They will make us all reborn.  

 
Though God's grace, Joseph and Mary presented  

A gift to the world that day, which we can all repay,  
by living the ten commandme nts each and every day.  

 
Try to remember and keep in your heart and mind  

Jesus's gospel while here on Earth,  
Redemption not a life lived in constant mirth.   

Peace on Earth, good will toward man  
Everyone should try it, whenever they can.  

 
The Lord gave us t he option and choice of 'free will,'  

Now it's up to us to fit the bill.  
 

So when youõre Christmas shopping for family and friends, 
and money is tight at both ends,  

Remember that the greatest gift of all,  
Is your love of Jesus in the manger stall  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOODBYE DEAR FRIENDS, MAY YOU REST IN PEACE 

DOUGLAS, George A.V.S.M., D.F.C., Commodore, I.N. 1915 2008 – OGB -  Place of birth: Assam.  A love of the sea and of flying led to a 

career which culminated as Chief of Naval Aviation, India. George began his professional life in the British Merchant Navy before seeing active 

World War II service as a fighter and bomber pilot in the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force. In 1943, he was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross 

(DFC) for gallantry, Fighter Command, RAF and two years later the Supreme Commanders "Commendation ", South East Asia Command. He 

transferred to the Indian Navy in 1949 where he pioneered naval aviation and was awarded recognition by receiving the "Asti Vishst Seva Medal " 

for Distinguished Service of and Exceptional Order. He was a graduate of the National Defence College, New Delhi and the Defence Services Staff 

College, Wellington, India. In 1967, he immigrated to Canada and started a new teaching career in St. Johns Newfoundland. He retired to Victoria, in 

1986. George was a man with exceptional qualities and old word courtesies. He will be sadly missed by his daughter, Tara (son-in-law Murray 

Frost), and his son, Douglas St. John.  George was the father of Tara Douglas, Vice Chairman of the Canadian Council.  Tara relates the following 

story, ñ I found the bible tucked into my father's special drawer.  It has an inscription on the inner flap identifying that it was given to my Dad when 

he left the Homes at the age of 11 years.  It was signed by Rev. John Graham.  I also found a great photograph of Dr Graham as a relatively young 

man.  My father had this bible with him his entire life.ò 

Humphrey Jones – OGB  Humphrey Jones was a devoted supporter of Dr. Grahamôs Homes and attended all of our birthday gatherings.  His wife 

Maureen played the piano for our celebrations and his exceptionally talented grandchildren sang for us and he was very proud of them.  Humphrey 

was a quiet, dignified man who was a pleasure to speak with.  We will miss his smile and his presence at our annual get together.   

Pipôs Ultimate Kedgeree 

This was my Dad’s favorite recipe that he would make every Christmas morning, but it really is good any time of year. The 

dish originated from Scotland and was taken to India by Scottish troops during the British Raj where it was adopted as part of 

Indian cuisine. During the Raj, fish was often served for colonial breakfasts so that fish caught in the early morning could be 

eaten while it was still fresh. 

My father (Pip) was born in Calcutta and his grandfather was Dr. John Anderson Graham, founder of Dr. Graham’s Homes. 

This recipe is offered in memory of both of them. 

Pip's Ultimate Kedgeree 

2 lbs. cod or halibut 

1 bay leaf 

Sprig parsley 

Onion powder 

Put enough water in pan to cover fish, bay leaf, parsley and onion powder. Bring nearly to a boil, put in fish and simmer until 

barely cooked. Drain, skin, bone and flake fish. 

2 cups water 

Salt 

1 tbsp butter 

2 1/4 cups minute rice   

Bring water, salt and butter to a boil. Add minute rice and stir. When water comes back to a boil, remove from heat and cover 

tightly. After at least 5 minutes, fluff rice with a fork. 

 

1 small onion, chopped 

8 hard boiled eggs, chopped 

6 tbsps chopped parsley 

1/2 cup butter 

2/3 cup cream 

1 1/2 tsps salt 

2-3 tbsps curry powder 

Pepper 

Melt butter in large frying pan and fry onion until soft (not brown). Add curry powder and continue frying for two minutes or so. 

Add fish, eggs, parsley cream, salt and pepper and cook for a few minutes. Add rice and stir thoroughly. If not serving 

immediately, transfer to casserole dish. Reheat in oven or microwave stirring occasionally. 

Nick Graham, Kentfield, California  όbƛŎƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ !ǊƛŦƛƴ DǊŀƘŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƻŦ 5ǊΦ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ 

Homes and a sponsor of a young boy at the Homes.) 



                        

John Watson – OGB -  Born August 24 1930, Dufflating Tea Estate on the plains of Assam, India 

  

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

                            

Charles Francis Pontin - OGB, 81, of Mesa, Arizona passed away unexpectedly on March 15, 

2008, at Banner Baywood Medical Center surrounded by his loving family. He was born on August 

13, 1926 in India. Charles joined the tea industry as a young man in London, England, where he met 

his future wife, Liselotte Boser.  

His career led them to Toronto, Canada, where they married and then to White Plains, New York 

where he worked for many years for an international company, managing its tea business. After 

retiring to Mesa in 1991, Charles and Liselotte enjoyed traveling to many exotic places around the 

world. In addition to his devoted wife of 50 years, Charles is survived by his daughter Karen (Jack) 

Milvaney & and his son Neil (Tracy Peers) Pontin both of Clifton Park, NY. He was also the beloved 

grandfather of Douglas and Lauren Milvaney and Kristen and Meghan Pontin.  

Those who knew Charles best will remember him for his devotion to and pride in his family, his extensive knowledge of a broad range 

of topics, his enjoyment in discussing politics and world events, and for being an avid fan of the English football team Arsenal 

Gunners.  Charles will be missed by his OGB friends in Canada.   It was always a delight to have him visit us (and always a surprise) 

at our Birthday Gatherings in Toronto.  His throaty laugh and amusing stories of life at the Homes kept us all enthralled. 

 

Our dear, dear friend John Watson passed away on August 31 2008 at home in Dundas, 

Ontario.  John was the founding President of the Kalimpong Association of Canada and a 

long time member of the Canadian Council of Dr. Graham’s Homes.  He was a valued 

member of our Council and we appreciated his thoughtful quiet participation.  He was the 

voice of reason at our meetings and a link to OGBs across the world.  John raised a lot of 

money for the Homes through his Rotary Club in Dundas and was the organizer of a 

fabulous curry dinner and night of entertainment in Dundas which raised substantial funds 

for the hospital at Dr. Graham’s Homes.  At the age of 3 John was sent to the Kalimpong 

hills under Mount Kanchenjunga to attend school at St Andrews (now known as  Dr 

Grahams Homes).  After completing his senior Cambridge certificate at the age of 17, John 

travelled to England. For 2 years he apprenticed as a Millwright until he was accepted into 

Leeds University to complete a bachelor of mechanical engineering honours. While at Leeds 

he met and married Ruth his wife of 57 years and his first son Philip was born a year later.  

He immigrated to Montreal in 1956 with his family. Later on that year Edward was born. The 

family relocated from Montreal to Dundas, where he raised his family.  During these early 

years John was active and busy supporting both his son’s in scouting, baseball, and hockey.   

John found employment at Westinghouse as a supervising engineer. In 1966 John accepted 

a job with the Malanco Licorice company as General Manager. While the new company was 

small, employing only 15 people, it provided a canvas for him to build and develop the M & A 

Candy Company. As Managing Director he was the first to bring from Europe and start 

manufacturing Gummie Bears to North America. He later invented recipes and developed 

processes for Big Foot, Sour Patch Kids, Fuzzy Peach, Cherry Blasters just to name a few of 

the many  starch molded candy products that came out of Ewen road into our mouths. After 

retiring in 1992 John was recruited as a consultant for Cadbury Schweppes.  He brought so 

much sweetness to our lives.  

John will be greatly missed by his beloved wife Ruth, sons Philip & Edward, daughter in laws 

Lynn and Diana, grandchildren Mark, Leanne, Thomas, John, James and Jasmine, sister 

Jane Datta and nephews Eddie and Colin. 
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