
 

Merry Christmas from the Canadian Council of Dr. Graham’s Homes.   

At this time of year, we all take stock of our blessings and give thanks for our families, our friends, our health,  our 

wonderful life in North America.  Canadian Council would like to wish each and every one of our supporters a blessed 

Christmas.  We appreciate each and every one of you and thank you from the bottom of our hearts for giving the 

children at Dr. Graham’s Homes a better life.  It is especially humbling to have such support at a time when all of us are 

facing increased expenses and a decrease in our disposable income.  This recession is definitely not over yet, despite 

what our governments are telling us.  In difficult times such as these, your donations are needed desperately and we 

thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas from the Board of Directors 

Arifin Graham (Chair), Rev. Dr. Robert Arril (Past Chair) 
Tara Douglas, (Vice Chair), Peter Coffey (Treasurer),    

John Brooks, David Coffey, George Edmonds,               
Brian Hibbert,  Rev. Ajit John, Newton Stokoe 

 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS SEPTEMBER 2009  

The hall at the Willowdale Presbyterian Church in Toronto was 

once again filled with the delicious smells of homemade curries 
and rice.  OGBs and their friends and families gathered  

together on Saturday September 19, 2009 to celebrate the 

109 th  Birthday of Dr. Grahamõs Homes.  As usual there was 

more than enough food and everyone enjoyed a lovely afternoon 

of fellowship and fun.  Long time sponsors S tan and Isa Ross 
had the honour  of cutting the birthday cake.  Thanks again to 

everyone who worked to make the day a success.  Next year is 

an important milestone in the history of the Homes ð 110 years 

ð and we hope to òpump upó the celebrations accordingly.  

 

A CHRISTMAS BLESSI NG  

During this Christmas season,  
may you be blessed  

with the spirit of the season,  
which is peace,  

the gladness of the season,  
which is hope,  

and the heart of the season,  
which is love.  

 
Somehow, not only for Christmas  

but all the long year through,  
the jo y that you give to others,  

is the joy that comes back to you.  
And the more you spend in blessing  

the poor and lonely and sad,  
the more of your heartõs possessing 

returns to you glad  



HOMES NEWS 

GOVERNORôS VISIT:  On the 13
th
 of October 2009 

we were privileged with the visit of His Excellency Shri 
Gopal Krishna Gandhi, Governor, West Bengal and his 
charming wife.  The school children lined up from 
Graham Bend and the school band escorted the 
distinguished VIPs to the Katherine Graham Memorial 
Chapel.  At the Chapel the Governor and his wife were 
welcomed with Khadas by our school children, who 
were wearing traditional dresses.  The choir presented 
an excellent repertoire of songs with ñVande Mataramò 
making the Governor extremely proud of the choir.  His 
Excellency and party left for Darjeeling after a cup of 
tea and fellowship at Graham House. 

 

 

OPENING OF LIBRARIES AT LUCIA KING 
AND WALES LODGE:  Thanks to the 
generous contribution of the OGBs from 
Nepal, the cottages of Lucia King and Wales 
Lodge were given new libraries.  The little 
ones are really enjoying their new books.  
On September 20th Board member Mrs. 
Jayshree Pradhan opened the libraries.   

 

LUCIA KING LIBRARY  

 

 

 

 

Boy closer to Sydney stage ï 

11-yr -old to perform in Hyderabad  

The Telegraph November 23, 2009 

Kalimpong :   Spring and Summer took him to Calcutta.   Now Polanaise Brillante has propelled Prayash Biswakarma to Hyderabad 

possibly en route to Sydney for the grand finale of the Global Music Competition.   Eleven-year-old Prayash returned home yesterday 

after winning the Calcutta -leg of the violin competition being organised worldwide by Lions International.   The Class VI student of Dr 

Grahamôs Homes got the better of his competitor from Shillong in a one -on-one contest at Deshapriya Park in Calcutta on Saturday.   

The two had to face each other after they were locked in a tie in a four-cornered contest on November 10 at the same venue.   To break 

the tie, the judges had given the duo 10 daysô time to prepare Henryk Wieniawskiôs rendition of Polanaise Brillante. 

As it turned out, Prayash is understood have given a virtuoso performance and emerged the clear winner. ñThe girl from Shillong, unlike 

Prayash, played single notes even at places where double notes were required. The judge also commented on the showmanship of my 

son,ò said Rudra Biswakarma, Prayashôs father. 

http://www.kalimpong.info/2009/11/23/boy-closer-to-sydney-stage-11-yr-old-to-perform-in-hyderabad/
http://www.kalimpong.info/2009/11/23/boy-closer-to-sydney-stage-11-yr-old-to-perform-in-hyderabad/


Both Rudra and his wife had accompanied their son to Calcutta.   Prayashôs guru is none other than his father, who teaches violin at 

Gandhi Ashram.   The boy is also an alumnus of the school, where music is a compulsory subject.   In fact, he was offered admission to 

Dr Grahamôs Homes in recognition of his musical talent.   After first appearing on stage at the age of three-and-a-half, Prayash has 

performed in different parts of the country. Last winter, he was given the privilege of practising with the Calcutta Chamber Orchestra. 

ñMy fellow competitors were also good. I am not confident about Hyderabad, but I will prepare hard and give my best shot,ò said the 

boy.  He will have to perform three western classical pieces at the national leg of the competition, which Hyderabad will host on 

December 6.   The Hyderabad winner will represent the country in the final round of the global competition in Sydney.   Prayash won the 

right to represent the north Bengal and Sikkim region after he had been adjudged the best among the 21 other young violinists who had 

taken part in the Siliguri -leg of the competition on October 10.   He had then played two pieces ð Spring and Summer of his favourite 

composer Vivaldi.  

 

 

 

The Vision for Dr Graham’s Homes 

(Board of Management, Kolkata, INDIA) 

 

To see DGH as one of the best schools in India while maintaining its unique ethos as a school that cares by providing all 

children with the best standard of education and training for life. We will achieve this through our agreed ‘Mission 

Statement’. 

Our Mission Statement 

 To provide a safe and secure environment in which children can be nurtured and provided with an all-round 
value oriented education  irrespective of caste, creed or economic status by giving emphasis to academic 
achievement which is a primary criterion in today’s context. Where appropriate to provide a vocational training 
to suit individual need. To provide children with advice and counsel in choosing their careers and provide 
assistance if necessary 

 To continue Daddy Graham’s vision and dreams of caring for needy children including those with learning and 
behavioural difficulties and to inculcate values in children 

 To provide sponsorship for children in need 

 To ensure that our mission is achieved through skilled and qualified and dedicated staff. 

 



! ŦŜǿ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊ  ω  5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ сΣ нллф 

5ŜŀǊ 5ǊΦ DǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ IƻƳŜǎ /anadian family: 

Greetings to you all in this blessed season!  

Your ongoing support of the children of Dr. Graham’s Homes is very much appreciated, particularly during the challenging 

economic times of the past year. Your sponsorships of children at the Homes are crucial and gives them an opportunity of a great 

start in life that they would not have otherwise. It is all of you – the supporters and community of Dr. Graham’s Homes all across 

Canada – who allow us to continue to assist children in need and to continue to work in fulfilling the ongoing mission of the Homes. 

Children’s rights activist Marian Wright Edelman wrote that “If we don’t stand up for children, then we don’t stand for much.” In 

your support of children at Kalimpong, you are indeed standing for something special and of great importance. Thank you. 

This year, Mr. Philip Gibson of Scotland became the new chief executive of the Homes in Kalimpong, and he has worked 

assiduously to ensure the good health and high standards of education for the students that have contributed to the Homes’ 

reputation in India.       

On behalf of the Canadian Council, I thank three council members who, 

for different reasons, left the council this year. Wayne Norris has been our 

treasurer since 2003, and his work for the Homes in this capacity is much 

appreciated. Thankfully, he is remaining with us to continue bookkeeping 

duties. Jennie Sparkes of Victoria was on the council for just a year, but her 

keen intelligence and analysis have been of great value to the council. She 

continues to sponsor a child at the Homes. Penny d’Cunha, a former student of 

the Homes who lived in Paris for many years and has recently moved back to 

Toronto, always added insights that assisted us in our work for the children of 

Kalimpong. 

It is my pleasure to welcome to the council longtime Homes supporter John Brooks of Whitby, Ontario, whose interest in the 

Homes was kindled   during a visit there in the 1970s. We look forward to working with him as he brings his enthusiasm for the 

Homes to the Canadian Council. 

This coming September marks the 110th Birthday of the Homes, and students and supporter from all over the world will be 

gathering in Kalimpong and around the world to celebrate the history of the Homes and look towards the future. 

On behalf of the members of the Canadian Council, the members of the Graham family in Canada, and my wife Wiluya, I wish 

you a blessed Christmas season and all the best for 2010. And many thanks again for all that you do to “stand up” for the children at 

the Homes in Kalimpong.                                                                                                                

Arifin Graham   

 (photo taken with Nicky Rajwar, sponsor secretary of Dr. Grahams Homes, Kalimpong, India) 

 


