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Dear Friends of the Canadian Council of Dr Graham Homes, 

On Sunday September 18, the northern West Bengal region was struck by a 6.8 Richter scale earthquake.  As a 
result, the Dr Graham's Homes – less than 100 miles from the epicenter - suffered considerable structural 
damage. Fortunately, there were no injuries to children, staff or employees.  

Assessment of the damage to the buildings and infrastructure is ongoing and restoration work is expected to 
begin soon.   However, we know that 5 cottages were badly damaged, declared unsafe and require major 
reconstruction.  An additional 5 cottages and the Chapel - the distinctive and beloved symbol of the Homes – 
require considerable repairs.  In sum, the impact on the Homes is serious and requires our immediate 
attention and response. 

The Homes has faced and responded to many challenges over its 111 year history.  Each challenge was met 
with the determination and aid of the sponsors, donor, volunteers and employees.  And the Homes grew 
stronger.   Like previous challenges, the recent earthquake is a major test to the Homes and will require 
significant new investment and a focus on the needs and well being of the children under care.    

The Canadian Council of Dr Graham Homes is the custodian of 75 sponsored children.  These kids are in urgent 
need of our support to restore their home to its original form.  

As chairman of the Canadian Council and as a long standing sponsor, I appeal to you for assistance in helping 
our sponsored children.  The specific goal of the Council to raise $20,000 urgently and immediately for 
temporary shelter and the purchase of new beds, mattresses and bedding (many of which were destroyed) for 
the Canadian sponsored children. 

Please consider what you can give and use one of the methods (PayPal, CanadaHelps.Org or direct payment to 
our Council office) to provide your donation.   

If you need further information, feel free to contact me. 

With sincere thanks,  

David Coffey 
Chair, Canadian Council of Dr Graham Homes 
613-355-6630 
David.coffey1@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:drgraham@golden.net
http://www.drgrahamshomes.ca/


100-year Grahamôs takes a battering  
- seven boardersô cottages evacuated, some classes off at Kalimpong school  

[NEWS ARTICLE FROM THE TELEGRAPH, CALCUTTA, INDIA] 

Kalimpong, Sept. 20: Sundayôs earthquake has caused extensive damage to the 111-year-old Dr. 
Grahamôs Homes, forcing authorities of the premier educational institution in the hill town to suspend 
classes from nursery to Class VIII till October 10. 

The school will remain open for students of Classes IX, X, XI and XII. 

The quake has damaged 19 of the 22 cottages that house the co-ed schoolôs 900-odd boarders. 
Some classrooms, too, have developed cracks. The Katherine Memorial Chapel and the Steele 
Memorial Centre, the schoolôs infirmary, have also developed multiple cracks. 

Seven of the 19 damaged cottages have been evacuated. ñWe have accommodated the boarders 
from the seven cottages in other cottages and the KG section,ò headmaster S.L. Banerjee said. 

Most of the damaged cottages are over 100 years old. 

Spread over 500 acres, the school, founded in 1900 by Scottish missionary Dr John A. Graham, also 
has a workshop, a bakery, three playgrounds and a farm. 

The headmaster said some of the 11 staff quarters, including his, had suffered structural damage. 
ñInitially we thought we would carry out repairs during the Puja holidays (scheduled from October 2 to 
10). However, engineers advised us that given the widespread damage, it would take more time to 
repair the structures. That is why we decided to suspend classes from nursery to Class VIII from 
today till October 10,ò he added.  

The school has a student strength of 1,460, of whom 920 are boarders. 

The boarders whose classes have been suspended have started leaving for their homes. ñThey will 
return on October 11 and, normally, classes will resume the next day,ò Banerjee said.  

The headmaster said the damaged structures didnôt appear to be beyond repair. ñWe have not 
estimated the damage caused to our property. We will have to look at the comparative costs of 

restoration and of rebuilding the damaged properties,ò he added. 

The seven other ICSE schools in the town resumed classes from today after a dayôs holiday following the quake. 

ñThe other schools have not suffered much damage,ò said E.B. Sherpa, the president of the Kalimpong unit of the Janmukti Secondary 
Teachersô Organisationôs ICSE/CBSE wing. 

Sherpa said his organisation would soon hold a meeting to discuss the damage caused to Dr. Grahamôs Homes.  

ñHomes is a heritage school of not just Kalimpong but the entire hills,ò he said. ñWe will all come together to help Homes recover from 
the destruction.ò 

 

 

 

(From top) A crack on the main 
entrance of the chapel at Dr 
Grahamôs Homes; a boardersô 

cottage that was damaged in the 
earthquake; the infirmary. Pictures 
by Chinlop Fudong Lepcha  

 

  

        Damage at hospital & McGregor Cottage 

 

 



                            
 

 

 

 

   
 

These photos show the extensive damage to the Katherine Graham Memorial Chapel, Calcutta Cottage and the nurseôs quarters at the 
Steele Memorial Hospital.   

 

 

ALL DONATIONS WILL BE ISSUED A TAX RECEIPT.   THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT IN THESE TRYING TIMES.   

 

****************************************************************************************************************  

 

If you would prefer to receive your newsletters and notices via email, please send this form to our office, either by 

emailing drgraham@golden.net or by mail to Dr. Grahams Homes, P.O. Box 2325, St. Marys, ON N4X 1B1 
 

I would like you to email my newsletters to: _____________________________________ 

 
Name & Address:  ___________________________________________________________ 

   

   ___________________________________________________________ 
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